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 Introduction 

1.1 Background 

This report results from a Stage 1 Road Safety Audit (RSA) of a proposed residential development located 

on a greenfield site off Northwood Avenue, Santry, Co. Dublin. Cosgrave Developments commissioned this 

RSA and JB Barry and Partners Ltd prepared the drawings provided for this audit. 

The proposed development will consist of 255 apartments arranged in 5No. blocks around a communal 

garden over a shared basement which extends across the entire site.  Also accommodated within the 

development will be a childcare facility, public open space, a playground and residential services to include 

a concierge reception, gym and common/meeting rooms. 

The site is bounded by Northwood Avenue to the south, a shared access road with a neighbouring 

development to east, Cedarview housing estate to the north and other business and commercial buildings 

to the west. Santry Park is located to the south of Northwood Avenue and attracts a lot of walkers and dog 

owners.  

The audit has been prepared in accordance with TII GE-STY-01024 (December 2017) - Road Safety Audit. 

The Audit Team has examined and reported on only the road safety implications of the design submitted by 

the Design Team and has not examined or verified the compliance of the design to any other criteria. The 

members of the Road Safety Audit Team are independent of the Design Team, and include: 

Road Safety Audit Team Leader: 
Mr. Adrian O’Neill 
BEng MSc CEng MIEI RSA Cert 

 J.B. Barry & Partners Ltd 
 
Road Safety Audit Team Member: 

Mr. Tim Delaney 
BEng CEng MIEI 

 J.B. Barry & Partners Ltd 
 
The drawings audited are as detailed on the drawing issue schedule contained in Appendix A. A minor 

change to the boundary layout resulted in the audit team being provided with an updated drawing ‘Site Plan 

2’. This drawing was created by McCrossan O Rourke Manning Architects and the appropriate amendments 

to the images within the RSA were carried out. A copy of the RSA Feedback Form is contained in Appendix 

B. 

1.2 Road Collision History 

No historical road collision data for the study area was made available to the Audit Team. An online check 

on the Road Safety Authority website shows that there were 5 recorded minor collisions between 2005 and 

2016 in the vicinity of the site. Refer to Figure 1.1. 

There was 1 minor collision reported at the proposed access which involved a car. There was 1 minor 

collision involving a car and a pedestrian to the east of the proposed access and 1 minor collision involving 

a car and a bicycle to the west of the site. The remaining 2 minor collisions occurred at the roundabout to 

the west of the site, one of which involved a pedestrian. Refer to Figure 1.1. 
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Figure 1.1:  RSA collision history (2005 to 2016) 

1.3 Site Visit 

The audit was carried out between Monday 21 Feb 2022 and Monday 28 Feb 2022. The Road Safety Audit 

site visit was carried out on Monday 21 Feb 2022 during daylight. It was overcast on the day of the site visit 

and the road surfaces were damp. 

Moderate volumes of traffic were observed in the immediate vicinity of the site during the site visit and 

moderate levels of pedestrians and cyclists as would be expected an urban area. Many social walkers and 

dog walkers were observed in walking to and from Santry Park.  

 

 

  

SITE 
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 Audit Issues Identified 

2.1 Problem: Tactile Paving 

The tactile paving across the existing site access is not installed correctly. Incorrect tactile paving pattern 

increases the risk of a visually impaired pedestrian crossing the carriageway in an unsafe manner and not 

being directed correctly to the opposite crossing point. 

   

Recommendation 

As part of the proposed amendments to this access, the tactile paving should be constructed  in accordance 

with Chapter 13.3 of the Traffic Management Guidelines (https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e7f655-traffic-

management-guidelines/#). 

2.2 Problem: Lack of Proposed Pedestrian Crossings 

No pedestrian crossings are shown on the drawing of the proposed scheme provided to the Audit Team and 

it appears that some of the existing pedestrian crossings may be removed. A lack of appropriate pedestrian 

crossings could result in pedestrians  crossing the carriageway at an  unsafe location, increasing the risk of 

a pedestrian/vehicle conflict 

    

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e7f655-traffic-management-guidelines/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e7f655-traffic-management-guidelines/
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Recommendation 

All current and future pedestrian desire lines should be catered for and included in the design. In accordance 

with DMURS, pedestrian priority should be provided at the main crossing points, i.e. at the main access 

from Northwood Avenue.  Where relevant, appropriate crossing facilities should also cater for cyclists. 

2.3 Problem: Priority and Intervisibility at Carpark Entrance 

It is not clear from the drawings who has priority between pedestrians on the public footpath and vehicles 

entering/exiting the carpark. There is a risk that a pedestrian who would normally have priority in this 

situation would walk out in front of an emerging vehicle which could lead to a vehicle striking a pedestrian. 

The problem is made worse by the poor intervisibility offered due to the carpark entrance aligned with the 

front wall and the back of footpath. 
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Recommendation 

The crossing should be moved further away from the building so that motorists can clearly see a pedestrian 

about to cross. Also, a raised and continuous footpath should be provided at the  carpark access indicating 

that pedestrians have priority over motorists. Consider using a different paving pattern or shading at the 

footpath across the entrance to indicate a shared use surface and increase awareness.   

2.4 Problem: Lack of Internal Cycle Facilities 

It is not clear from the drawings as to how cyclists entering or departing the development are catered for. It 

is not clear if there will be any dedicated cycle facilities or if cyclists will use the carriageway with general 

traffic. Some bicycle parking appears to be shown in the drawing however, it is unclear how cyclists will 

access this. This could lead to cyclists using the footpaths  increasing the risk of a collision between cyclists 

and pedestrians, particularly around building corners, where forward visibility may be poor. 

Recommendation 

Ensure that cyclist to and from the development are safety catered for and it is clear how cyclists can safety 

enter or leave the development. If the shared public cycle / pedestrian path is to be extended into the site, 

then the proposed paths need to be widened accordingly. If cyclists are required to share the access road 

with motorists, then the appropriate road markings should be provided. 

2.5 Observation: Mini-Roundabout Junction 

There is an existing access to a temporary Covid-19 testing centre from the existing mini-roundabout. It is 

not clear how long this centre will be in operation or what may be developed in the area in the future. An 

appropriate assessment of the junction should be carried out to ensure all movements can be undertaken 

safely.  

 



Cosgrave Developments Whitehaven Strategic Housing Development (SHD), Northwood 

Stage 1 RSA Report 

 

  Page 7 
 

 

 



Cosgrave Developments Whitehaven Strategic Housing Development (SHD), Northwood 

Stage 1 RSA Report 

 

  Page 8 
 

 

 Audit Team Statement 

We certify that we have examined the drawings and documents listed in the appendices to this report.  

The examination and subsequent report were made with the sole purpose of identifying any features of 

the scheme that could be removed or modified in order to improve the safety of the proposals.  

The problems identified have been noted in this report together with associated safety improvement 

suggestions, which we recommend should be studied for implementation.  

No one on the Audit Team has been involved in the initial scheme design. 

Assessment Team Leader 

Name: AdrianO’Neill 

BEng MSc CEng MIEI RSACert 

Signed:  

Position: Senior Engineer Date: 28.03.22 

Organisation: J.B. Barry & Partners Ltd.  

Address: 3 Eastgate Road 

Eastgate 

Little Island 

Co. Cork 

 

Assessment Team Member 

Name: Tim Delaney 

BEng CEng MIEI 

Signed:  

Position: Associate Date: 28.03.22 

Organisation: J.B. Barry & Partners Ltd.  

Address: 3 Eastgate Road 

Eastgate 

Little Island 

Co. Cork 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Appendix 1: Drawings Provided 

  



 

 

 

Table A:  List of drawings/documents provided for audit 

Drawing Title Drawing No. Revision 

Road and Block Levels 21202_JBB_00_XX_DR_C_01413 P1              

Site Plan 2 PL103 - 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

  



 

 

 

Appendix 2: Feedback Form 

 

 



 

 

Road Safety Audit Feedback Form 
Scheme: Whitehaven Strategic Housing Development (SHD), 

Northwood 

Audit Stage:    Road Safety Audit Stage 1 

Date Audit Completed:  28 February 2022 

 
 

Paragraph 

No. in Report 

To Be Completed by the Design Team 
To Be Completed by 

the Audit Team 

Problem 

accepted 

(yes/no) 

Recommended 

measure accepted 

(yes/no) 

 
Alternative measure (describe) 

Alternative measure 

accepted by Auditors 

(yes/no) 

2.1 Yes Yes Tactile paving will be provided.  

2.2 Yes Yes 

Pedestrian crossing will be 
retained or newly provided 
along all pedestrian desire 

lines. 

 

2.3 Yes Yes 
Raised continuous shared 
surface will be provided. 

 

2.4 Yes Yes 
Shared surface provided 

throughout the development. 
 

 

Signed:                                              Designer Date: 04.03.22 

 

Signed:  Audit Team Leader Date:  07.03.22 

 

Signed:  ………………………………… Client Date:  07.03.22 




